improvement of health and welfare of a population. It is a fundamental need of human beings. Therefore, all nations must have injury prevention and safety promotion established as a priority goal.
Injuries disproportionately affect socially and economically disadvantaged groups. Equal right to health and safety a fundamental premise of The World Health Organization's (WHO's) health for all strategy and also the WHO global program on accident prevention and injury control, can be achieved only by reducing injury hazards and by reducing the differences in accident and injury rates between groups at different social levels [5] . World Health Organization's call for a network of International Safe Communities has an overall vision of providing secure and sound habitats for the present human race and for future generations [6] .
The WHO Safe Communities model is a community-based model designed to promote safety and work towards the prevention of injuries, suicide and natural disasters [7, 8] . The Safe Communities approach recognizes the importance of context, both in relation to the risk of injury and its prevention [9, 10] . International Safe Communities, representing a global activation of the public health logic, may be strengthened through theoretical, methodological and empirical support [11] . This approach embodies a multi-disciplinary and multi-sectorial engagement in injury control and promotes interventions across the full primary, secondary and tertiary prevention continuum.
With rapid economic growth, the Republic of Korea has not had safety as its priority policy. However, with many safety accidents such as the Sewol Ferry accident and the Sampoong Department Store collapse, there is no doubt that programs and policies to prevent accidents and promote safety are needed.
Safety of humans is an important factor that affects health overall. Thus the purposes of this study are to describe the International safe Community movement which contributes to the injury prevention and safety promotion of the world, and to identify application and developmental strategies in Korea.
MAIN ISSUE

The international safe communities movement 1) History
The involvement of the health care community in injury prevention was limited until recently, when injuries came to be viewed as a public health problem. The International Safe Communities movement is based on systematical and continuous cooperation for safety promotion and injury prevention, and has been developed over the past 20 years by the World Health Organization (WHO). Health promotion as a concept began with the commitment of the World Health Organization [12] to the goals of health for all in 1977. It was followed by the Declaration of Alma Ata on primary health care in 1978. During this conference, the commitment to community participation and inter-sectoral action was also incorporated. At the first international conference on health promotion in Ottawa [13] five principal areas for health promotion action were outlined: building healthy public policy, creating supportive environments, strengthening community action, developing personal skills, and reorienting health services.
Based on this commitment from WHO, the concept of International Safe Communities was officially pronounced during the first world conference on accident and injury prevention in Stockholm, Sweden in 1989. This concept is based on the statement 'all human beings have equal rights to be healthy and enjoy a healthy life', and 'Safe Community' was defined as a community that performs safety promotion programs to realize the ideology of this statement [14] .
2) Concept of the international safe communities
Safety is a state in which hazards and conditions leading to physical injury, psychological or material harm are controlled in order to preserve the health and well-being of individuals and the community. It is an essential resource for everyday life, needed by individuals and communities to realize their aspirations. Because health and safety are fundamental rights of human beings, safety is a prerequisite for the maintenance and improvement of the health and welfare of any population [15] .
International Safe Communities are communities that perform structuralized programs for injury prevention and safety promotion of all people in the community. A Safe Community means a community continuously and actively trying to promote safety and reduce injury due to accidents, while not being perfectly free of accidents or injuries. International Safe Community Certifying Center has the following 7 indicators as designation standards and designates a community that matches these standards as an 
3) Basic principles of the safe communities
International Safe Community Certifying Center proposed equity, community participation, and national and international participation as the basic principles of the Safe Communities [14, 15] . Safety for all can be achieved by reducing injury hazards and by reducing the differences in accidents and injury rates among socioeconomic groups. Politicians and decision-makers at all government levels are challenged to ensure that all people have an equal opportunity to live and work in safe communities.
Inequality in the safety status of an individual in developing and developed countries is of concern to all countries. National leaders must foster international collaboration to find solutions to this global problem. It is also fundamental to the International Safe Community Certifying Center that each country has a responsibility to ensure that exported products and technologies conform to international safety standards. These demonstration projects will reveal how best to achieve safe communities.
To develop safe communities, local situations, unique resources, and the important cultural and socioeconomic determinants of injury must be understood and taken into account.
These and other factors should be identified through intersectoral collaboration of individuals and organizations. The idea of an evidence-based safety promotion is based on the closeness between the concepts of injury prevention and safety promotion. Evidence-based safety promotion, the way it has been documented so far, is always related to a defined outcome. We have not been able to identify any studies of scientific character where the outcome is a feeling of safety among individuals or populations. Most outcomes are defined as injuries or lack of injuries or change of injury incidence [1] .
The purpose of using the evidence-based safety promotion and injury prevention is to take the latest evidence from research and guide the intervention to achieve the best possible outcomes for safety promotion. It has been proven that integration of evidence-based practice has a lot of benefits in health.
One of the advantages of implementing the evidence-based practice by health professionals is that it results in higher quality of care that leads to improved outcomes, as evidence-based practice incorporates the latest research evidence and makes it available to program providers. Because of these benefits, International Safe Community Certifying Center also added indicator 4.
Programs that are based on the available evidence were included in the International Safe Communities designation indicators in November 2011, and they advise on achieving a scientific and evidence-based program for injury prevention and safety promotion.
2) Construction of injury surveillance system
Injury surveillance is widely recognized as a critical prerequisite for effective injury prevention, yet few studies have investigated its use by community-based injury prevention programmes [8] .
Those involved in programs to prevent and control injuries and accidents must first identify and evaluate which groups are most vulnerable. Therefore, the health sector and safety professionals have a role in collecting and disseminating information on the people involved in the injuries, injury patterns, the causes of injuries, and the most hazardous situations. In order to plan and implement a customized injury prevention program which takes into account the characteristics of the community pursued by International Safe Community Certifying Center, it is essential to manage the injury surveillance system which can help us to accurately understand the current state of injury occurrences in the clients.
Because injuries happen in any context of any environment that surrounds the individual or the community, it is ideal to collect various data. Injuries are the results of the events and behaviors that have environmental, social and behavioral determi-
nants. Therefore what we should consider in regards to the development of the injury prevention programs is not just the host factor, but also the environment factor to accompany the creation of the safe environments. Thus all of the social, cultural, economic, geographical and environmental factors of the communities should be considered, and all the physical, mental and behavioral data of each individual should also be collected.
Surveillance and analyses of injuries can be used to help priorities community prevention efforts [18] . Injury data also becomes an important factor in evaluating the Safe Community program. Normally, the evaluation criteria would be the objectives of the program, and by comparing the change in the injury data before and after the program, it is possible to evaluate the success rate of the program objectively and quantificationally.
Through the evaluation of the Safe Community program, it will be able to provide the information which is a basis of the feedback process of the effectiveness evaluation, modification, and feedback of the injury prevention program.
3) Construction of community based infrastructure for safety promotion
In order to contribute to injury prevention and safety promotion to the entire world by expanding the Safe Community movement, a successful network of organization is an absolute necessity.
Cross sector collaboration means the linking or sharing of information, resources, activities, and capabilities by organizations in two or more sectors to achieve jointly an outcome that could not be achieved by organizations in one sector separately. In order to recognize and solve the injury problems that are vulnerable to community members of all ages and situations, it is necessary to understand that multiple sectors of a democratic society must collaborate to deal effectively and humanely with the challenges. (Table 1) .
Through the establishment and management of the injury surveillance system, the annually developed injury indicators will be important data which will help communities to develop and implement safety policies and injury prevention programs and estimate the financial burden of the process. By establishing measures for injury data collection, we will be able to identify injury problems of the community people and accurately analyze the high-risk factors.
Based on the developed injury indicators, we will be able to set priorities and seek for intervention evaluation to reduce the high- 
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